birds. Both were valuable and hard-working Associate Editors for the journal and I am pleased that they have agreed to take on this added responsibility. I also want to thank Editor Suzanne Alonso who is retiring at the end of this year for her hard work and commitment to the journal over a total of 7 years as Associate Editor and subsequently Editor.
Proceedings B has been recognized for some time as one of the world's premier journals in ecology, evolution and behaviour; however, over the past decade, we have broadened our reach considerably to become perhaps the leading journal in the world in organismal biology. We now publish papers on a much wider range of topics, including heath and disease epidemiology, evolutionary medicine, neuroscience and cognition, palaeontology, behaviour genetics, evolutionary development, biomechanics, molecular ecology, comparative biology, biodiversity science and global change biology. We are interested in continuing this process of diversification and receiving papers in all fields of biology. All research papers we publish have to address significant questions, report novel findings and have broad implication for organismal biology. The most common reason for rejection at the pre-review stage is that papers are too specialized in scope and not sufficiently novel. Our requirement for both novelty and generality in Proceedings B sets a high bar for publication in the journal and this largely explains why our rejection rates are currently at 86%.
The field of organismal biology is currently experiencing a quiet revolution due to new analytical methods, increased computational power, satellite imagery and a range of new sequencing techniques for probing the genome. These advances have enabled researchers to address previously intractable problems, as well as to formulate new questions and develop new lines of enquiry. We are eager to see submissions of research articles and review proposals to Proceedings B in emerging areas spurred by technological advances such as trophic ecology, community phylogenetics, and ecological and evolutionary genomics to name but a few. Proceedings B also welcomes interdisciplinary studies and novel syntheses that address outstanding questions in organismal biology and we will continue to publish purely theoretical contributions as long as they are relevant to the biology of real organisms.
6 March 2015 is the 350th anniversary of the first publication of the world's first scientific journal, Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society. To celebrate this important event Proceedings B is preparing specially commissioned content that will hopefully engage our readership and the public at large, including a special feature in the journal on Evolution and Genetics in Medicine edited by Professor Sir Roy Anderson FRS and Professor Brian Spratt (both of Imperial College, University of London). More widely the Royal Society is marking the anniversary with a programme of exciting activities acknowledging the contribution of Philosophical Transactions to the invention of the scientific method-the journal pioneered the concepts of scientific priority and peer review.
The 350th anniversary is an opportunity to take stock of a rapidly changing publishing landscape and the Royal Society will hold a series of debates on the Future of Scholarly Scientific Communication. The celebrations will also recognize the contributions of scientific publishing to science and the modern world through short films and special features and articles. Finally, a special effort will be made to reach out to scientists around the world with an innovative scientific meeting on the theme of 'bioinspiration' that will use the latest web technologies to allow two-way live discussion between participants worldwide.
To coincide with the 350th anniversary, along with other Royal Society journals, we have also recently redesigned the Proceedings B website so that it is easier to navigate and content is more prominent. We hope that this will make it easier for people to discover more of the excellent articles that are published in the journal.
I will close by thanking Emilie Aimé for all her help as Publishing Editor for Proceedings B over the past year, and in getting me started in my new role. As I write this editorial, Emilie is about to take over as Publishing Editor at Royal Society Open Science, the Royal Society's new open access journal and I wish her well in her new position. Emilie will be replaced at Proceedings B by Rhiannon Meaden, formerly Publishing Editor at Biology Letters, and I look forward to working with her on what is likely to be an exciting new journey for both of us. 
